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Eric McElhinny, a Seneca Valley senior, has been named a finalist in the 60th  
Annual National Merit Scholarship Program held by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC).

Mr. McElhinny is one of approximately 15,000 finalists and now advances to the 
next level of the program where he has the opportunity to earn National Merit 
Scholarships and, ultimately, the Merit Scholar® title.

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization that operates without government assistance, was established 
in 1955 specifically to conduct the annual National Merit Scholarship Program. Scholarships are 
underwritten by NMSC with its own funds and by approximately 440 business organizations and 
higher education institutions that share NMSC’s goals of honoring the nation’s scholastic  
champions and encouraging the pursuit of academic excellence.

About 1.4 million juniors in more than 22,000 high schools entered the 2015 National Merit  
Scholarship Program by taking the 2013 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. 

SV senior named finalist in National Merit Scholarship Program

The Seneca Valley Foundation, the non-profit fundraising arm of the Seneca Valley School District, is 
getting ready to host Seneca Social - one of their biggest fundraising events of the year. The event will 
be held from 6:30-11 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, 2015, at Jergel’s Rhythm Grille in Warrendale.

In addition to live entertainment and hot and cold appetizers, a variety of silent auction items will be 
made available that night, including signed memorabilia from the Pittsburgh Pirates and Steelers. Also 
available for bid will be one-of-a-kind experiences, like being “Fan of the Game” at a home Pirates 
Game; as well as jewelry, restaurant gift cards, foursomes at private golf courses, front row seats at 
SV’s graduation and can’t-miss-baskets filled with chocolates – just to name a few.  
During the event, live music will be provided by “Hit Play.” We’re also fortunate to feature Mr. George 
Williams, SVMS art teacher and “Art Madness” action painter, who will be on-site to paint large 
portraits that will be auctioned off during the event. 
All proceeds benefit the students and student programs of the Seneca Valley School District! 
Ticket prices for the event, which include food, live entertainment, a silent auction and door prizes, 
have been lowered this year and are just $40 per person. Tickets can be purchased at Seneca  
Valley Central Office (cash or checks to SV Foundation) or  
online @ http://seneca-valley-foundation.ticketleap.com/seneca-social-2015/ 
It should be a great night of entertainment filled with wonderful Seneca Valley spirit. Come support SV 
and have some fun while doing it!

April 2 –  
 Snow Make-Up Day #3 
April 3-6 –
 District Holiday, No School 
April 8 –
 K-12 Report Card Distribution 
April 13 – 
 School Board Meeting, 8 p.m.,  
 IHS Aud. (Work Session) 
April 13-17 –  
 SVMS PSSA Testing  
 (English & Lang. Arts) 
April 16 –  
 Seneca Social, 6:30 p.m.,  
 Jergel’s Rhythm Grille
April 18 –
 ACT Test, SHS
April 20 –
 Cyber Safety Meeting, 6 p.m.,  
 IHS Aud. (For more see page 11)
  School Board Meeting, 8 p.m.,  
 IHS Aud. (Action Session)  
April 20-24 –
 SVMS PSSA Testing (Math) 
April 22 –
 Earth Day
April 27-30 –
 SVMS PSSA Testing (Science)

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at www.svsd.net.

April Dates  
to Remember

Spring Fever? Remedy that with Seneca Social!

The 2015-16 At-A-Glance calendar 
was recently approved.  
Click here to view.

Seneca-Social

http://seneca-valley-foundation.ticketleap.com/seneca-social-2015/
http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/1/2015-16%20Student%20Teacher%20Calendar%20Final%20Draft.pdf
http://www.svsd.net/SenecaSocial2015
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Seneca Valley’s All-School Musical The Addams Family was a spooky success!

They really are a scream

Photo credit – Mr. Jim Nagle

They really are a scream

To view the cast and crew of The Addams Family, click here.

http://www.svsd.net/Page/16023


Rowan Elementary students Katie Broecker and Sophie Geil were selected 
as PTA Reflection State Winners. Katie Broecker placed fourth in the dance 
category and Sophie Geil placed fifth in the music category. 

The PTA Reflections Contest promotes and encourages students to pursue 
artistic expression. This year, students created original works of art in 
the categories of dance choreography, film production, literature, music 
composition, photography and visual arts portraying the theme “The World 
Would Be a Better Place If…” Entries are judged based upon originality and 
creativity as reflected through the theme. 

Entries are reviewed at the local, regional, state and national levels. National 
award recipients will be notified via email by National PTA in May 2015.

For the remainder of the 2014-2015 
school year, any person who wishes 
to volunteer must have either already 
volunteered this school year or have 
the following clearances:
 
	 •	 Pennsylvania	Child	Abuse	History		
  Clearance (Act 151)

	 •	 Pennsylvania	State	Police	 
  Criminal Record Check (Act 34)

	 •	 Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation		 	
  Criminal Background Check 
  (Act 114)

Information on how to obtain these 
clearances is available at  
www.svsd.net/ClearanceDirections.

For more information or questions 
about the clearance procedure, 
please call the Seneca Valley  
Human Resources Department at 
(724) 452-6040, ext. 1760.

Clearance reminder  
for all volunteers

The Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture Foundation, a division 
of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB), recently visited Evans City 
Elementary School with its Mobile Agriculture Education Science 
Lab. This lab on wheels creates a unique opportunity for students 
to learn about agriculture (Pennsylvania’s number one industry) in 
a fun, hands-on way. 
 
Students enter the lab that is stationed at the school, to perform 
science experiments that focus on farm, food, fiber and the  
environment. Mobile Lab visits are coordinated with the  
preparation of teachers and their classes for science  
experiments. A certified teacher travels with the lab to lead each 
class in the science experiments. The lab is equipped with all the 
materials and supplies needed for the experiments that include 
germinating seeds under different conditions, creating crayons 
from soybeans, and testing the water capacity of different soils. 

“As a teacher, I loved the learning that was happening during the investigation. The instructor in the 
AG Lab was very good at keeping the students informed throughout the entire process. The students 
had the opportunity to test a hypothesis in the lab, and after several investigations, were able to draw 
a conclusion to prove or disprove their hypothesis.  Overall it was a fun experience for me and my 
students,” stated Mr. Eric Fogle, Evans City Elementary fourth grade teacher. 
  
This interactive learning experience was made possible by the financial contributions of the  
following area businesses:  PA Soybean Board, REX ENERGY, ARMSTRONG, Butler County Farm 
Bureau, Marburger Farm Dairy and NexTier Bank.

Learning on the move

Rowan students took part in an exciting STEM-filled day at the school at the end of February as part 
of Rowan Robotics Day. In addition to learning about robots, students also participated in circuit 
building and took turns coding a vehicle using limited parameters on a mobile mat. The event was 
held thanks to the collaboration of the Rowan PTA, Rowan staff and the Carnegie Science Center.

Rockin’ robots

And the world will be a better place

For the sixth year in a row, sophomore 
Aaron Wolf is heading to the World 
Championships of Irish Dance to 
compete against the top dancers in 
his age group from all over the world, 
in Montreal, from March 28 - April 4.  
 
Aaron first qualified for this year’s 
World Championships by placing 
eleventh (5th among North American 
dancers) at the North American 
National Championships held last 
summer.  He also placed second at 
the Mid America Oireachtas (regional  
championships) in Minneapolis  
in November. 
 
In addition to his competitions, Aaron 
auditioned and was accepted into 
the first Riverdance Trinity College 
International Summer School, which 
is being held in Dublin, Ireland in July.  
He will spend six days learning all 
aspects of professional dancing from 
current Riverdance cast members.  
Last summer, Aaron participated in a 
similar program called Studio 2 Stage, 
where he worked with other dancers 
and choreographers (one who is now 
the lead in Riverdance) from all over 
the world.

‘Reel’ Irish dancing

http://www.svsd.net/ClearanceDirections
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Students district-wide celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday by participating in reading and literacy activities during the week of March 2 that included 
“Stop, Drop & Read,” guest readers and an author’s visit.

SV celebrates Read Across America
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Students at Rowan Elementary 
recently created artwork titled 
“Fourth Grade Helps Kindness 
Bloom” after studying glass artist 
Dale Chihuly and incorporated  
his artistic style into Rowan 
Elementary’s building theme 
“Kindness Blooms.”

Rowan Elementary 
artwork blooms

Haine Middle School sixth grader Mia Campagna created the 
winning design for the Superheroes Foundation’s 7th Annual Run 
that will be held at North Park in Allegheny County on April 25.

Mia’s design will be featured on all promotional materials  
including fliers and T-shirts. 

The Superheroes Foundation is a non-profit organization that 
raises money for abused children. For more information,  
visit: www.pittsburghsuperherorun.org.

Champion artist creates winning design

Six Haine Middle School students earned top 
awards at the 3rd Annual 2015 Butler County 
Elementary Student Art Show hosted by the  
Associated Artists of Butler County. 

Winners include Christina Yang, sixth grade, 
first place in Pastels; Brooklyn Beard, sixth 
grade, first place in Ceramics;  Allison Buchek, 
sixth grade, Honorable Mention in Sculpture;  
Kayla Moon, sixth grade, second place in  
Drawing; Gabby Guerrini, sixth grade, third 
place in Mixed Media; and Emily Vlasnik, fifth 
grade, Honorable Mention in Drawing. 
 
These students were recognized at an awards and artists’ reception held on Feb. 27.

Colorful artists

Haine and Evans City Middle Schools recently 
hosted exploratory cultural days. Over 40 
presenters shared information on education, 
customs, food, holiday traditions and dress for 
countries like Serbia, Venezuela, China and 
Ethiopia. Additionally, at HMS, there was an  
afternoon assembly with the Pittsburgh  
Japanese Taiko Group.

A great day of exploration

Haine Middle School 
makes a case for  
going ‘green’

Haine Middle School‘s Green 
Team, a group of Fifth Grade  
PURPOSE students who strive 
to make their school and local 
community a ‘greener’ place 
to be, presented at Cranberry 
Township’s Board of Supervisors 
meeting on February 26. 

Students explained a watershed 
and discussed the various issues 
that could harm the community’s 
local water systems. The students 
offered helpful solutions to  
maintain safe drinking water and 
made real-world connections to 
their lessons from class. 

The Green Team strives to  
educate the public about water 
conservation strategies. This 
group presents two rain barrel 
education classes to Township 
residents in the spring and 
residents are given their own rain 
barrel to take home in an effort to 
conserve water outdoors.

http://www.pittsburghsuperherorun.org


The Seneca Valley School District Academic Games Team had an 
excellent performance in the World Events tournament held at the 
Seneca Valley Middle School on Feb. 25.  

Haine Middle School (HMS) teams placed first, second, and third. 
The first place team included Bryce White, Brendan Malloy, Evan 
Prazenica, Maddalyn DiMichele and Sammi Carter. 

The second place team included Simren Jayaraman, Arya Nayak, 
Benaifer Sepai, Brenna Wrubel and Cameron Ailes. 

The third place team included Zach Garcia, Vibha Hodachalli, Nate 
Trost, Connor Anderson and Dilini Ranaweera. 

HMS also had ten national qualifiers including Sammi Carter, 
Brendan Malloy, Arya Nayak, Brenna Wrubel, Zach Garcia, Connor 
Anderson, Dilini Ranaweera, Anoop Savio, Ryan Jones and  
Benaifer Sepai. 

In addition, Sammi Carter had the highest score of the day, Brendan 
Malloy had the second highest, and Arya Nayak had the third  
highest score of the entire tournament.

The Evans City Middle School (ECMS) Team had a team finish in 
fifth place including Rob Appling, Christian Williams, David Choi, 
Faith Condrick and Kaitlyn Moore.

ECMS also had two national qualifiers Andrew Drozynski  and 
Christian Williams. 

Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) had four students qualified 
in the World Events Tournament Mike Beggy, Jacob Geil, Connor 
McDonald, and Brian Vogel.  
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The Seneca Valley Academic 
Games Team had a fantastic  
performance in the LinguiSHTIK 
tournament held on Jan. 28,  
at the Heinz History Center in 
Pittsburgh.  

The Haine Middle School 
(HMS) team finished in the top 
five spots and also had eighteen national qualifiers, including five 
perfect scores.

The first place team was made up of Dora White, Matt Murphy, 
Renhan Xu, Dilini Ranaweera, and Brendan Malloy.

The second place team consisted of Zach Garcia, Anoop Savio, 
Arya Nayak, Cameron Ailes, and Ryan Jones.

The third place team was made up of Jacklyn Ko, Ananya Rao, 
Emma Krebler, Jason Hartenstein, and Zack LaValle.

The fourth place team was comprised of Brenna Wrubel, Vibha 
Hodachalli, Claire Reynolds, Sarah McKinley, and Lauren Ehret.

The fifth place team consisted of Parker Logue, Simren  
Jayaraman, Nick Folino, Emma Montgomery, and Megan Bablak.

Perfect scores were earned by Arya Nayak, Ryan Jones,  
Bendan Malloy, Nick Folino, and Beniafer Sepai.

Other qualifiers were Zach Garcia, Cameron Ailes, Dora White, 
Matt Murphy, Renhan Xu, Dilini Ranaweera, Evan Howley,  
Jacklyn Ko, Ananya Rao, Zack LaValle, Brenna Wrubel,  
Sarah McKinley, Lauren Ehret.  

Christian Williams from Evans City Middle School was also a 
national qualifier.

The Seneca Valley Middle School team placed in second and 
third. Rachel Covell, Ben Hess, Jarrett Johnston, Reema  
Kudtarkar, Vinya Ponugoti, Bailey Salameh, and Jonathan Simoes 
also qualified for nationals. 

AG Team triumphs in LinguishTIKS Tournament AG Team dominates World Events Tournament

The Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) Mathcounts 
Team placed first in the Midwestern Chapter Mathcounts 
competition at Grove City College on Feb. 7. 

This team which includes Matt Muir, Rishin Sharma,  
Dean Smith and Nishant Jayachandra will represent the 
region at the state competition in March.

Seneca Valley students that also scored in the top ten as individuals included Matt Muir (first), Rishin Sharma (second), Dean Smith (third) 
and Evans City Middle School’s David Choi (ninth). 

Mathcounts is a high-level competition that helps students apply sharp math skills to solve complex problems and learn problem-solving skills 
used by professional engineers.  

Count SVMS as #1



Earlier in February, Seneca Valley students Jason Johnson, 
Kristina Johnson, Sam Kochis, Natalie McKinley, Meggie Moore, 
Marisa Ortiz, Nicole Popp and Megan Sebring were selected for 
Slippery Rock University’s (SRU) School of Music Honors Flute 
Ensemble. 

This select group of flute students were chosen through an  
audition process and at the beginning of March spent two days 
on the SRU campus, participating in master classes and  
ensemble playing with other flute students from the area.
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SV musicians selected for SRU Flute Ensemble
Seneca Valley seniors Mitch 
Weaver and Haley Hoss were 
awarded two of only three  
scholarships from the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association 
(PMEA) at their respective district 
festivals at the end of January.   

Each year, PMEA District 5 awards 
three scholarships to high school 
seniors who are choosing to pursue 
music education as a major in  
college. These scholarships are 
based not only on the student’s 
academic, musical achievement 
and involvement in PMEA festivals 
throughout their high school career, 
but also on their future goals in the 
field of music education. 

Mitch Weaver is a member of the 
Seneca Valley Wind Ensemble, 
Jazz Ensemble I, Loft Band for the 
all-school musical and the Seneca 
Valley Marching Band. Outside 
of school, he is a member of the 
River City Youth Brass Band. Mitch 
has participated in PMEA festivals 
throughout his high school career. 
Mitch plans to attend Messiah  
College or Northwestern University 
to major in music education.

Haley Hoss is a member of the 
Seneca Valley Concert Choir, 
Madrigals, Girls Chorus, All-School 
Musical and Beautyshop Quartet. 
Haley has participated in PMEA 
festivals throughout high school, 
including attending the PMEA 
National conference this past fall in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Haley plans 
to attend a four-year university to 
major in music education. PMEA 
District 5 is comprised of school 
districts in Beaver, Butler, Lawrence 
and Mercer counties. 

SV seniors receive 
PMEA Scholarships

Ten Seneca Valley Senior High School  
singers moved on to the Pennsylvania  
Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
Regional I Chorus at Trinity High School in 
Washington County on Feb. 25 – 27.  
 
Seneca Valley had five of the possible 
eight first chairs at District Chorus.   
Students placing with a first chair 
were: Hayley Hoss - Soprano 1, 
Lauren Ottaviano - Soprano 2, Lance 
Hahn - Bass 1, David Osorno - Tenor 
1 and Josh DePasquale - Bass 2. Also 
qualifying for regionals were Ellie Lahm 
- Soprano 2, Rachel Carmella - Soprano 2, 
Ben Jamison - Bass 1, Kim McGinnis - Alto 
2 and Jon Baktay - Tenor 2. 

Students auditioned with 180 other  
students from Butler, Beaver, Lawrence 
and Mercer counties to make it into  
Regional Choir.

SV choir students  
attend regionals

Twenty-three Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS)  
instrumentalists were recently selected by recorded audition 
for participation in the Pennsylvania Music Educators  
Association (PMEA) Junior High District Band Festival to be 
held at Butler Intermediate High School on March 31. 

Participating from Seneca Valley are Martina Beggy and 
Brooke Rashke on flute, Grace Connors and Olivia Otway on 
oboe and bassoonist Brian Vogel. Included in the clarinet section are Olivia Arohnson, Tressa  
MacPherson, Sophia Ramos and Julie Doherty. Hiruni Herat will participate on bass clarinet.  
Performing in the saxophone section will be alto players Rachel Covell, Tori Beck and Rishin Sharma, 
tenor player Gavin Tracy and baritone player Ben Hess. The brass section will include Alyssa Tollerton, 
Nicole Buchek, Bryce Behr and Sydni Roller on trumpet and trombonists Carmyn Talento, Brad Hartman, 
Greg O’Connor and Michael Griffith.

SVMS students selected for Junior High District Band

Seneca Valley was represented by ten  
outstanding instrumentalists at the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association (PMEA) All-State  
Conference March 25-28 at the Hershey  
Convention Center in Hershey, Pennsylvania.
 
The students were selected based on their 

audition results at the recent Region 
Band Festival held at Hickory 
High School. They joined  

students from across the state of  
Pennsylvania and perform as  

members of either the All-State 
Concert Band or All-State Wind 

Ensemble.
 

Included in the woodwind section 
were clarinetists’ Ariella Meltzer, Hanna Behr 
and Sarah Kochis, Bass clarinetist Mitch Topf 
and alto saxophonist Julia Scanlon. The brass 
section included Mitch Weaver and Adam 
Johanknecht on trumpet, Aaron Jackson on 
euphonium and Seb Demetter on trombone. 
Brendan Kennelty was part of the percussion 
section.

SV musicians represent at states

From L-R: Jason Johnson, Nicole Popp, 
Marisa Ortiz, Kristina Johnson and 
Natalie McKinley. Students missing from 
photo are Sam Kochis, Meggie Moore, 
and Megan Sebring.



Ms. Rebekah Grinnen’s economics 
classes in the Senior High School 
(SHS) presented a Healthy Snack 
business plan similar to the popular 
TV show “Shark Tank.” Each group 
researched and presented to a 
panel of experts that consisted of 
local business owners and teachers. 

At the end of each period, the panel 
selected a winner. Those winners 
will then go on to sell the product 
they presented for one day at the 
SHS and any money raised will go 
toward their prom.

Shark attack
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The Seneca Valley Science,  
Technology, Engineering and  
Mathematics (STEM) Lecture series 
on Feb. 27 featured Damian  
Ludwiczak, chief engineer for the 
Orion Space Environment Test 
Facility Project at NASA’s Glenn 
Research Center in Sandusky, Ohio 
(and uncle to two SV seniors). 

In his role, Mr. Ludwiczak oversees 
the design, development,  
manufacturing, test, and launch 
integration activities of the Orion 
Crew and Service Module  
spacecraft.  He spoke to students 
about his work with the Orion 
Spacecraft and also shared with 
several unique NASA videos of 
December’s test launch of the Orion 
Spacecraft into space and its  
re-entry and ocean recovery.

This is the third lecture this year 
featured as part of the Seneca  
Valley STEM Lecture Series.

For more information on the STEM 
Lecture Series click here.

STEM Lecture blasts off

Students from Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) and Evans  
City Middle School (ECMS) competed in the “You Be the Chemist 
Challenge” sponsored by the Chemical Education Foundation and 
BASF on March 6.  

SVMS students who competed include Tori Beck, Mira Bhatia, 
Caroline Cohen, Adam Corrigan, Mark Hemmerlin, Jarret Johnston, 
Scott McElhinny and Dean Smith.
 
ECMS students Rob Appling, Link Rupert, Julia Lingenfelter, DavidChoi, and Nathan Smith,  
also competed in the challenge.  

Scott McElhinny won second place, Adam Corrigan placed third, and Dean Smith came in fourth 
place. These three SVMS students will move on to compete in the State Competition held in State 
College, Pennsylvania in April.  

BASF is the largest chemical company in the world and is headquartered in Ludwigshafen, Germany 
and has a branch location in Evans City. Products from the Evans City site are used mainly in the  
pharmaceutical industry, and are also used in applications like agrochemicals, surfactants,  
adhesives, polymers, electronics, flavors, fragrances and automobiles.

You be the chemist

Riverview Intermediate Unit #6, in conjunction with 
Midwestern Intermediate Unit #4 and Beaver Valley 
Intermediate Unit #27, held a regional Governor’s PA 
STEM Competition on February 17 at the RIU6 head-
quarters in Clarion, with Seneca Valley coming out on 
top as the competition winner. This event provided local 
school districts with a unique opportunity to explore 
careers utilizing Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) under this year’s theme of “Building a 
Stronger Pennsylvania.”

The students interacted with their local community to learn about STEM related careers and the 
skills needed to be successful in those careers. Supported by their findings, students made a series 
of presentations at the regional competition and provided a hands-on demonstration of the practical 
applications of their device. 

Seneca Valley School District won first place in the competition. The group, including Jonathan Dolfi, 
Cameron Rossi, Justin Stocklas, Lindsey Laurune, and Josh Vargo identified the invasive species of 
Emerald Ash Borer beetles, and their effect on Pennsylvania’s forest health, as a major problem in 
our area. The team developed a product that prevents the insect from infecting the targeted area. 
The target audience for this product would be anyone trying to protect their personal vegetation. 
Seneca Valley will advance to the statewide finals on May 29, 2015 at Thaddeus Stevens College of 
Technology in Lancaster. Winners at the state level are eligible for college scholarships ranging from 
$500 to $2,000.

‘Building a Stronger PA’

Three Seneca Valley students returned with top awards after presenting 
at the Region 9 Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science (PJAS) 
competition held at Slippery Rock University on Feb. 28.  

Julia Kooser, sophomore (far left), and Bailey Hixon, senior (center), 
both received a first place, and Cassidy Friedrich, junior, received  
second place. Both Ms. Kooser and Ms. Hixon will move on to present 
at the state PJAS competition held at Penn State University from May 17-19.  

The Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science (PJAS) is a statewide organization of junior and senior 
high school students designed to stimulate and promote interest in science among its members 
through the development of research projects and investigations.

SV students present in PJAS competition

http://www.svsd.net/domain/1169


What’s Happening in Raider Athletics 
March 2015

What’s Happening in Raider Athletics 
March 2015

Freshman Louis Newell, competing in his first 
PIAA Wrestling championships finished 8th in the 
state at 106 pounds.  The championships were 
held March 5-7 at the Giant Center in Hershey and 
Louis went 2-1 on Thursday, 2-0 on Friday and 1-1 
on Saturday to finish 8th.  This was the first time 
since 2002 that Seneca Valley sent a wrestler to 
the state championships and anticipates more  
appearances in the future.  
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Congratulations to Coach Brian Blackwell and his three varsity swimmers who qualified for PIAA State 
Swimming Championships at Bucknell University on March 13-14.  Abby Parsons qualified in the 100 
backstroke and narrowly missed the finals.  Spencer Tretter (200 and 500 free) and Michael Palaski (50 
and 100 free) each qualified for Saturday finals with Spencer finishing 11th in the 500 free and Michael 
finishing 15th in the 100 free.

Winter sports season ends on a high note

Congratulations to sophomore Erin Danik and senior Zach 
Snyder for being named Quad A All-Section, first team. Erin 
and Zach were honored at the Monroeville Doubletree on 
the morning of March 12 with all other Quad A first-team 
all-stars.

While Mother Nature hasn’t necessarily been very kind to our spring sport teams, most are off and running 
with their respective seasons:

• Boys’ tennis has jumped out to a quick 3-2 start.
• Boys’ varsity baseball opened the season with a 3-2 win at Fox Chapel.
• Girls’ varsity softball hoping to open their season March 24 against Pine-Richland.
• Girls’ varsity lacrosse begins regular season play at North Allegheny on March 24.
• Boys’ varsity lacrosse began their season with a 10-0 defeat of Greensburg Central Catholic.
• Boys’ varsity volleyball began their season March 21 at the N.A. Invitational.
• Boys & Girls track and field are off and running and will compete at Knoch relays March 28.

Spring sports underway

Members of the Seneca Valley 
Varsity and Junior Varsity softball 
teams volunteered their time at 
the Shamrock Shuffle race held 
in Harmony on March 14. The 
girls brought much enthusiasm in 
helping at the water station, route  
intersections and the  
finish line.

Sham-rocking  
student athletes

(From L-R) Coach Brian Blackwell, Michael Palaski, Abby Parsons and SpencerTretter.



Is your child interested in traveling 
abroad? Teachers Ms. Kelly 
Weston and Ms. Rebecca Finch 
are offering the opportunity for 
Seneca Valley students to travel to 
Australia in the summer of 2016. 

This 14-day trip begins in Sydney 
and includes visits to the Wild Life 
Sydney Zoo, the Opera House, and 
touring the Harbor. Students will 
also fly to Brisbane and participate 
in activities at Tangalooma Marine 
Education and Conservation 
Centre. Students will continue to 
Rockhampton, Airlie Beach and 
Whitsunday Islands. The trip will 
conclude with exploring Cairns 
and an excursion to the Great  
Barrier Reef where students 
get the chance to snorkel with a 
marine biologist. 

For additional information,  
click here or email  
westonkm@svsd.net  
or finchrs@svsd.net.

Sydney to the Great 
Barrier Reef 
Australia trip for SV Students
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Nicolette Fenello, a Seneca Valley senior (pictured lower right), 
started the “Spread the Word to End the Word” campaign across 
the District for her graduation project, and with members of  
Best Buddies and SVTV, she created a public service  
announcement and a Create a Respectful Environment (CARE) 
activity that was shared on March 4, National R-Word Day.*

Miss Fenello also sold “Spread the Word to End the Word”  
T-shirts to profit the Best Buddies program at Seneca Valley. In her efforts, she has 
raised over $1,500 for the program. Ms. Fenello and other students and staff across 
the District were seen wearing the T-shirts on March 4 to support the cause.

SV also campaigned for Nicolette through the district’s social media accounts. 
On Facebook, Nicolette had 378 likes, 26 positive comments and over 240 shares, 
on Twitter she had 42 retweets and 68 favorites and on Instagram she had over 
80 likes! 

*The R-Word Campaign asks people to stop saying “retarded” (the R-word) as a starting point toward 
creating more accepting attitudes and communities for all people. According to The R-Word Campaign, 
language affects attitudes and attitudes affect actions.

Click here to watch the video and spread the word to end the word!

Spread the Word to End the Word

Senior Krista Loesch recently held a spaghetti dinner to benefit the  
Highmark Caring Place, a local facility that champions the cause of 
grieving children by creating awareness of their needs, providing 
programs for them and their families, and empowering the community 
to effectively support them. Krista is seen here at right with Meghan 
O’Mahoney, a volunteer coordinator for HCP. The benefit dinner raised 
$1,732.50 and Highmark has agreed to match it, bringing the fundraising total to just over $3,400! 

Lending a helping hand

The following Seneca Valley 
students were named to the Butler 
County Area Vocational Technical 
School’s Principal’s Award List for 
the 2014-15 second nine weeks; 
Dylan M. Brown, Mitchell J. Kerr, 
Shawn W. Killby, Zachary M. 
Nalepa, James R. Natali, Alyssa 
M. Nusser, Adam J. Rape, Victoria 
A. Simpson, Ian M. Supinka, 
Stephanie C. Swanson, Timothy 
D. Wilkinson, Brett D. Zasadni and 
Jacob M. Zilka.

SV students earn BCAVTS 
Principal’s Awards

Fourteen Seneca Valley students were recently named Outstanding Young Citizen 
Award winners by the Pittsburgh Tribune Review. Chosen for their exemplary 
character, academic achievements, leadership and community service, these  
students will be recognized at a banquet on April 16, where they will have the 
chance to be named a Top 10 finalist or earn a $5,000 scholarship. It’s important  
to note that there are only 50 students at this banquet from the entire North 
region, and Seneca has 14 students out of the 50. The students selected are Adam 

Johanknecht, Allison Love, Amy Hines, Bailyn Bench, Carinne Geil, Connor Evans, Ellizabeth Lahm, 
Isaac McKinley, Justin LeJeune, Madeline Bresch, Melissa Karidis, Michael Kolor, Patrick O’Shea 
and Tanner Quiggle.

Outstanding students

Seneca Valley School District has two students out of 108 in the 
Pittsburgh area who have recently been announced as 2015 Carson 
Scholars. 

Junior, Sarah Johanknecht received a $1,000 college scholarship 
award and the coveted honor of being named a Carson Scholar.  

In addition, 165 Pittsburgh area students have renewed their Carson Scholar status, including senior 
Bailyn Bench. Ms. Bench and the other previous winners have maintained high academic standards 
and a strong commitment to their communities and are being recognized for their efforts. 

To date, the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Carson Scholars Fund has awarded 1,000 scholarships to  
students who epitomize academic excellence and commitment to their community.

To celebrate their accomplishments, the Pittsburgh scholars will be honored at the annual awards 
banquet on Sunday, May 24, 2015 at Heinz Field at 11:30 a.m.  Retired world-renowned pediatric 
neurosurgeon Dr. Benjamin Carson will deliver the keynote speech. The public is invited to attend the 
Annual Awards Banquet and to be a part of this inspirational day. For more information on any of the 
seven regional banquets or to purchase tickets, visit the Carson Scholars Fund website at  
www.carsonscholars.org.

Two SV students named 2015 Carson Scholars

Sarah Johanknecht Bailyn Bench

http://www.svsd.net/Page/15802
mailto:westonkm%40svsd.net?subject=SV%20Australia
mailto:finchrs%40svsd.net?subject=SV%20Australia
https://vimeo.com/121209322
http://www.carsonscholars.org


Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Special Agent Gregg Frankhouser, a member of the violent crimes squad in Pittsburgh,  
will present a can’t-miss program for parents, grades K-12. Through a review of identity theft, online predators, social media  

and common computer issues, including malware, this program emphasizes the far-reaching effects of online activity.  
Additionally, a computer/offender case study will be reviewed.

 
This event will be immediately followed by a “Conversations with the Community” forum  

with the District Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale and members of her Administrative Team.

April 20, 2015 / 6-8 p.m. 

Seneca Valley presents

CYBER SAFETY
What Every Parent Should Know

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School Auditorium

www.svsd.net

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://www.svsd.net
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Markie Maraugha, a 2011 graduate of Seneca Valley recently 
made local headlines when she resurrected a well-known 
Wilkinsburg diner. She dropped us a note here at SV to share 
her good news and to let us know things are going well with 
her. “I also want the mentors in my life to know that things are 
going okay in my life,” she explained. To read more about her 
new eatery, click here. 

Hannah O’Donoghue, a 2013 
Seneca Graduate was recently 
named Miss Smiling Irish Eyes 
2015. To read more click here.

Mr. Connor Sattely, a 2007 SV graduate is currently living in London and is a co-founder of a  
technology start-up called GovFaces. We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing today and 
how Seneca Valley influenced his life and career. 

Q: Tell us about your occupation.
A: I work mostly in London, but spend a good deal of time in Geneva, Switzerland. I co-founded a Swiss technology 
startup called GovFaces, which has created a platform for interaction between politicians and their constituents.  
It’s been a crazy few years of interacting with hundreds of politicians and citizens from places like Bulgaria, Italy, 
Sweden, France, the UK, the US, and many more. That international element has been fun -- it’s led me to live in  
Geneva, Brussels, and now London. I love being an entrepreneur because I get to create and innovate every day. There is no job description  
except “Lead.” If I spend an extra two hours on a new task, then it’s something that brings the business two hours closer to success.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: I was raised in Cranberry Township. My father still lives in the area (near Baden now). My mother has since moved to Nevada to be with my  
grandmother. My brother stayed in the area (Zelienople) for a little bit, but ended up moving to Japan.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: Most of the time, in Switzerland as with many countries, the question anyone asks first is “Where are you from?”

When I came to Europe I was a bit intimidated. Most of my friends at school had some story like “Well, I was raised on the plains of Mongolia by 
half-South African half-Argentinian parents and grew up between Sweden and Ecuador.” How could some yinzer from western Pennsylvania  
compare to that?

What I’ve realized after a few years abroad is that the ability to be “from” one place -- to know that place inside and out -- is incredibly formative to 
a person’s personality and well-being. I’m from western Pennsylvania. I’m proud of that. I arrived at Rowan Elementary in 1994 and graduated from 
Seneca Valley Senior High School in 2007.

When I look back at my time spent growing up there, the Seneca Valley schools I attended were most often the conduit through which I interacted 
with the community. I’d march down Zelienople’s main street with the band, I’d play saxophone quartet gigs in Beecher’s, or I’d chat with Cranberry 
Township journalists while making my senior project -- an independent newspaper. People would recognize me from the yearly musicals, or from 
charity/fundraiser car washes in the area. Now that I have the time to look back at it retrospectively, it was the opportunities I took advantage of in 
Seneca Valley which allowed me to learn about and interact with the area I’m from.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: It’s so, so difficult to say which teachers made the biggest impact on me. Mr. Matchett and Mr. Armstrong taught me to excel and to commit  
fully to what I was doing. Mr. Magill taught me to have fun and be weird in musicals. Mr. Tucciarone inspired a love for creative writing and  
Mrs. Dameron gave me my first insight into French. I still remember Mr. Lucot’s class being the first time I paid attention to politics, spurring a deep 
interest in the subject. Mr. Sharrar taught me a love for history in a way that was unexpected and continues today. Mrs. Wuchina didn’t get me 
expelled for the pranks I pulled on her class pretty much every week, which deserves a thank-you as well. The Purpose program challenged me to 
challenge myself. There are many more; too many to name.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? We’d encourage you to recall a moment or event that had a  
particularly strong influence on your life.
A: In spring of 2006, Mr. Armstrong told me I would learn baritone saxophone and that in three months I would be expected to play at the semi- 
professional level that SV students must play in the Senior High School. I must have looked incredulous. To pick up an instrument and play at that 
level after a summer would be extraordinarily difficult. Three months later, largely with his help, I had learned the instrument and was selected to 

Alumni Q & A with Connor Sattely, Seneca Valley Class of 2007

continued on page 13

http://www.post-gazette.com/life/food/2015/02/25/Nancy-s-East-End-Diner-reopens-in-Wilkinsburg/stories/201502180006
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Seneca Valley is proud of their 
graduates who have excelled 
in their careers. Be sure to let 
us know if you would like to be 
featured in our Raider Pride 
e-newsletter. To keep us in the 
loop, send your graduation year, a 
summary of your professional life 
and a brief review of how Seneca 
Valley helped pave the way to: 
Linda Andreassi, communications 
director.

Honors, District, Region, and eventually All-State WInd Ensemble as one of the best players in the state.

The event in itself doesn’t have a huge impact on my life -- I don’t play baritone saxophone anymore, 
nor does anyone ever ask how far my musical career went in high school -- but it taught me something 
important. Put enough focus on one task, on one skill, and you can pick it up. Since then, I’ve applied 
that same three-month effort to mobile code development, rock climbing, French, German, various other 
instruments, kayaking, and new ideas. In three months of solid focus, you really can learn a skill. It took 
an opportunity like that to teach me what has become one of my career’s most central strengths.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: No matter how difficult it is to do -- because of budgets, because of curriculum, because of time -- 
never give up on encouraging students to create. Whether they’re creating woodworking projects,  
poetry, dance routines, or history essays, that critical thinking and creativity ability is so, so crucial.  
For me, the teachers and staff at Seneca Valley made a huge difference in this regard. Please, no matter 
how difficult it may be, never give up.

Conner Sattely continued

AlumniAlumniCornerCorner
Our constituents change emails, jobs and locations often making it hard to keep up with them. We 
have therefore contracted with Harris Connect to update contact information for our constituents 
so that they can keep up-to-date on news, activities, and events. Harris will also help produce a 
beautiful hardcover publication that will allow you to reconnect with old friends as well as network 
professionally. 

Harris specializes in alumni and membership publications and the data specifications involved with 
this type of project. You will be contacted by email and/or regular mail or by phone over the next 
few months to verify and update your contact and career information.  Thank you in advance for 
your participation.

Harris Connect is only collecting information for purposes of the directory. Harris Connect’s  
commitment to protecting the privacy and ensuring the integrity of the information collected for the 
directory is reflected in their privacy policy online at www.harrisconnect.com/privacy-policy. 

To verify your listing by phone - please call Harris Connect at: 1-866-805-4746 beginning  
March 23rd. 

 For more information on the Harris Connect Alumni Directory, please click on this Q & A page.

SV initiates alumni directory campaign with Harris
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Mr. Michael (Mickey) Flood, Seneca Valley Middle School Health Teacher, was  
recently awarded with the Ann Moniot Outstanding Middle Level Educator of the 
Year Award for the 2014-15 school year from the Pennsylvania Association for 
Middle Level Education (PAMLE). 

This award is presented to a middle level educator that has made professional  
contributions that have positively influenced middle level education and students 
within their school, has a passion for teaching that is contagious to those around them, and  
someone who creates positive and caring relationships with their students and their colleagues.

“Mr. Flood has a genuine interest in engaging kids. He is constantly creating opportunities both  
inside and outside of the classroom for kids to participate in activities that foster a healthy  
lifestyle,” said Mr. Robert Ceh, acting principal at SVMS.  “He is a true asset to the students.”   

SV teacher named Outstanding Middle Level Educator 
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Darlene Carmack, Food Service 
Director at Seneca Valley, traveled 
to Washington, D.C., on February 
23 and 24 to take part in a national 
gathering in support of efforts 
to improve school nutrition. She 
was joined by other Pennsylvania 
school representatives and met 
with members of Congress, to 
share examples of how Sen-
eca Valley is at the forefront of a 
national school health movement 
by serving and selling healthier 
meals, snacks, and drinks to 
students.

“We must all continue to support 
legislation for healthy meals in 
schools because we are making 
a difference,” said Ms. Carmack. 
“I have come back more inspired 
than ever knowing that we are 
doing the right thing for the health 
and wellbeing of our nation.”
Healthier nutrition standards for 
school meals went into effect in 
the fall of 2012. To accompany the 
healthy changes to school meals, 
updated nutrition standards for 
school snacks and drinks went 
into effect at the beginning of the 
2014-15 school year. More than 70 
percent of parents nationally  
support healthier standards for 
school meals and snacks.

Food Service travels to 
Nation’s Capital

SV wants to thank McDonalds 
and Chick-Fil-A on Route 228 in 
Cranberry Township for their  
donations and support during  
a recent appreciation event.  
We couldn’t have done it without 
them!

Thank you!

Ms. Katie Halliday, senior high school mathematics teacher and student 
council advisor was recently awarded with the Pennsylvania  
Association of Student Councils (PASC) District 2 Advisor of the Year  
for 2014-2015. 
 
PASC District 2 includes Lawrence, Beaver, Butler, Clarion, Armstrong, 
Jefferson, Indiana and Mercer counties.

The mission of the PASC is to offer year-round opportunities to develop 
and apply leadership and life skills for middle level and high school 
students throughout Pennsylvania. 

SV teacher awarded Advisor of the Year

Rowan Elementary art teacher Mr. Jason Woolslare has been a featured 
artist around the Pittsburgh region, with several exhibits that were  
recently on display.  

During the month of November, Mr. Woolslare had a solo gallery exhibition 
at The Gallery 4, which features local, national and international artists in 
Pittsburgh. 

He also had a solo gallery show in Pittsburgh’s Cultural District at the 
Cabaret Theatre. The exhibit ran through the month of February and was 
featured during the Cultural Trust’s Downtown Gallery Crawl and in  
Pittsburgh Magazine.
 
In addition, Mr. Woolslare has four pieces in a group exhibit at Modern 
Formations Gallery in Pittsburgh. The show titled “12 x 12 Rewind”  
featured current artists shaping the present day Pittsburgh art scene.  
The exhibit was featured during the Penn Avenue Gallery Crawl and was 
on display through the month of February.

SV art teacher exhibits artwork at local galleries

SV has created our own feature for the District’s website and Facebook 
page called, quite simply, “Staff of Seneca Valley.” This light-hearted 
feature was created to share with our followers the more human 
interest side of our staff that parents and students don’t always get to 
see. We hope you join in with light-hearted comments or smile at their 
words. Check it out here! 

STAFFSTAFF ofof

http://www.svsd.net/staffofsv
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Underage drinking and driving both carry serious consequences for those under 21. Pennsylvania´s 
Zero Tolerance Law includes fines, license suspensions and even jail time for minors who drive  
impaired, consume, possess or transport alcohol, or lie about age to purchase alcohol. Adults who 
are convicted of knowingly and intentionally supplying minors with alcohol are also subject to fines 
and jail. More about the Zero Tolerance Law is available at JustDrivePA.com. 

Pennsylvania´s Zero Tolerance Law carries serious consequences for those under 21 who are  
convicted of driving with any amount of alcohol in their blood. For example, those under 21 who are 
convicted of driving under the influence with a .02 blood alcohol content, or greater, face severe 
penalties, including a 12-to-18-month license suspension, 48 hours to six months in jail, and fines  
from $500 to $5,000. 

A vehicle does not have to be involved in order for those under 21 to lose their driving privileges. It is 
against the law for an individual under the age of 21 to consume, possesses or transport alcohol, or 
lie about their age to obtain alcohol and carry a fake identification card. If convicted, the minimum 
penalties are a fine of up to $500, plus court costs; a 90-day license suspension for the first offense;  
a 1-year suspension for the second offense; and a 2-year suspension for the third and subsequent 
offenses. For more information please visit the Impaired Driving Page on www.JustDrivePA.com.

April is also Distracted Driving Awareness Month! Learn more at  
http://www.justdrivepa.org/Traffic-Safety-Information-Center/Distracted-Driving/.

Distracted driving kills 11 people every day nationwide. Teens are 23 times more likely to be involved 
in an accident due to texting/driving.

Please see below for apps that can help keep your children safe on the road: 
	 •	Drive	Safe	Mode:	http://drivesafemode.com/ 
	 •	Vehawk	https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vehawk.android&hl=en

A message from PennDOT
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